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our mission

Using the power of Derby County Football Club to improve lives and 
communities through sport, physical activity, health and education

our values

Caring in our approach
Collaborative in our partnerships
Creating meaningful experiences

Effectively fulfilling potential
Taking pride of our work
Valued by our community

Our values underpin everything we deliver as a charity

At Derby County Community Trust, we will always remain dedicated to creating lasting impact across Derby and Derbyshire. Each year, 
we engage with thousands of individuals supporting healthier and wellbeing, developing active communities, enhancing life changes and 
building community pride. 

The last 6 months has seen a period of transition with a re-structure of the senior management team and the introduction of a new Head of 
Business Development and Head of Projects and Development.

The city of Derby and Derbyshire continues to be full of potential and opportunities but like many other areas in the UK, it also faces many 
challenges. At Derby County Community Trust, we will be ready to respond to the needs of our communities. 

Whilst our footballing offer remains a strong and vital part of our identity, we are so much more; from green activities to cancer recovery and 
the Derby 10K to Community Meals. Derby County Community Trust is Not Just Football.
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“I’ve been part of the Celebration of Dance 
for over a decade, and this year was the best 
it has ever been in terms of organisation and 
overall experience for the kids. It isn’t lost on 

us how lucky we are to get to come and dance 
on that stage!”

T e a c h e r ,  S i l v e r h i l l  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l

“I amazed myself by being so enthusiastic 
about attending, that I have not missed a 

single session, except when I was away from 
Derby on holiday! Not only am I in a better 
state physically than I was a year ago, but 
far more significantly for me, a better state 

mentally. A year ago, I was very prone to 
depression and had some really dark days. 
The regular routine of gym attendance and 
the exercise have helped me in a way that I 

couldn’t have imagined.”
A c t i v e  R e c o v e r y  P a r t i c i p a n t

“I’ve found a lot more confidence. I am more 
outgoing and talkative since joining the 

programme. I feel a lot better in myself and 
become a better person.”

L i v e  I t  P a r t i c i p a n t

“I would absolutely recommend the women’s 
health programmes at DCCT. I tell anybody 

who will listen. I like the variety of what DCCT 
offer us and I can’t believe we don’t have to 

pay for them!” 
W o m e n ’ s  H e a l t h  P a r t i c i p a n t

“DCCT provides impartial support to anyone in 
our community who needs it, from menopause 

awareness and mental health to rehab 
services, wellbeing, community meals, and 

lifelong learning opportunities. They are quickly 
becoming an essential resource within the 

Derby and Derbyshire community. We’re proud 
to contribute towards that and understand the 

vital and varied work the Trust deliver.” 
M a r k e t i n g  M a n a g e r ,  C l o w e s  D e v e l o p m e n t s

“The Trust’s work brings people together, 
inspires ambition and makes a real difference 

across Derbyshire.” 
M a n a g i n g  D i r e c t o r ,  D N S  L i m i t e d

“The work of the Trust is a critical lifeline to 
so many people and changes their life for the 

better.”  
p a r t i c i p a n t

“Seeing people volunteering for the 
programme, encouraging me to do the same. I 
thought, if they can do it, if they can get sober 
and stay sober and be part of the community, 
then that’s something I can do. I followed in 

the footsteps that had gone before me.”   
A c t i v e  C h o i c e s  P a r t i c i p a n t

“I’m really grateful for all of the support that 
Derby County Community Trust gave me, all of 
the staff were really supportive and helped to 

me achieve the grades that I did and ultimately 
get into University.”    

E d u c a t i o n  S t u d e n t
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TS Support the Supporters
Trust staff and participants supported 
Alzheimer’s UK’s Support the Supporters 
campaign by creating a feature around 
symptoms and what to look out for.

Every Minute Matters
5 members of Trust staff and board 
alongside local esteemed actor, Robert 
Lindsay cycling 28km to Notts County’s 
Meadow Lane as part of the Sky Bet EFL 
Every Minute Matters Relay. 

Community Player of the Year
On returning for pre-season, Jacob Widell 
Zetterstrom was presented with the PFA 
Community Player of the Year trophy which 
recognised his work within the community 
over the 24/25 season. 

Celebration of Dance
833 pupils from 40 primary schools 
across Derby city graced the stage at 
Derby theatre in June. Performing to 
songs relating to this year’s theme ‘Eras’ 
we saw dances that creatively explored 
different periods of music with a variety of 
costumes and props. 

Girl Power
We collaborated with DCFC to celebrate 
International Women’s Day which included 
inspirational talks from women involved in 
all aspects of football operations, health 
and wellbeing checks and taster holistic 
and yoga sessions.

EFL Community Weekend
At the Derby County v Millwall fixture we 
celebrated our work in front of 25,000+ 
fans as part of EFL Community Weekend. 

Supporting Good Health and Wellbeing Developing More Active Communities Building Community Pride Optimising Life Chances 

Celebrating Silverware
Derby County Women’s Under-21s side 
claimed FA Women’s National League 
Reserve Cup glory via penalty shoot-
out following a 1-1 draw against AFC 
Bournemouth Women Under-21s at St 
George’s Park.

Iftar
During the holy month of Ramadan, we 
opened the doors of Pride Park Stadium 
for 196 attendees to break their fast, pray 
and enjoy each other’s company for our 
second ever Iftar event. 

A special visit
Young people at the Royal School for the 
Deaf Derby were surprised with a visit from 
Derby County goalkeeper Jacob Widell 
Zetterstrom at their after school multi 
sports club, funded by the Premier League 
Fans Fund.
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TS Refugee Tournament
We were proud to once again partner 
with Derbyshire Refugee Solidarity 
and other local organisations to host a 
Refugee Week Football Festival at Derby 
Racecourse in June. 

From Derby to Wolverhampton
After progressing from the regional 
tournament, pupils from Mickleover 
Primary School travelled to the Molineux 
to represent Derby County at the Premier 
League Primary Stars National Girls 
Football Tournament. 

PRIDE PARK PRIDE
Pride Park Pride participants were invited 
to the Derby County v Oxford City EFL 
Championship fixture at Pride Park on 
Tuesday 11th February to deliver the 
match ball and have a photo pitch side. 

Parkinson’s Walking Football
We received funding to create specialist 
walking football sessions for people 
with neurological conditions, including 
Parkinson’s. The funding has began to 
enhance our Walking Football sessions, 
delivered in collaboration with the 
Parkinson’s Physiotherapy Team. 

Because School Means More
Over 300 school colleagues and 
professionals from across Derby came 
together at Pride Park Stadium for the 
Because School Means More Inclusion 
Conference, a powerful and inspiring day 
dedicated to celebrating and advocating 
inclusive education.

TEAM TALK
The Team Talk podcast returned and has 
seen guests such as ex-pro John Brayford, 
DCFC Kitman Jonathan Davidson and 
participant Neil Groves join DCCT staff 
on the sofas to share their stories and 
some of the challenges that they’ve had to 
overcome.

Rams in the Capital
Students from UTC Derby Pride Park had 
the chance to present their social action 
project to other schools at Wembley 
Stadium, as part of the Premier League 
Inspires Project.

Supporting Good Health and Wellbeing Developing More Active Communities Building Community Pride Optimising Life Chances 

Free books for Primary Schools
To mark World Book Day the Premier 
League supported us to provide 300 
free books to 6 local primary schools to 
support reading beyond World Book Day.

Play on the Pitch
At the end of the season, our Active 
Choices participants and Football and 
Education teams had the opportunity to 
play on the pitch at Pride Park Stadium. 
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Our ongoing fundraising efforts play a crucial role in enabling the delivery 
of our programmes that empower communities both locally and beyond.

derby 10k
£30,000

golf day
£1,849

rams in kenya
£24,000

matchday draw
£13,654 across 24/25 season

the 1884 wall
£6,062

firewalk
£3,000
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k The Derby 10k was a standout moment from the last 6-months, 
bringing together 3,598 runners to take on the challenge through 
the heart of the city in early April. This year’s race was once again 
reinforced by headline sponsor HUUB Design and supporting sponsor 
DNS Limited. The event also featured the 3k family fun run which 
provided an opportunity for younger participants to experience the 
thrill of race day.  

The event made an operating profit of £30,000. The funds will be 
invested back into the Trust to support our community projects, 
particularly those operating from our community space, Harrison’s 
Hub.

“My first Derby 10K and absolutely loved everything about it. 
Thank you so much for such a well organised, well supported 
event. Loved the route also. Can’t wait to go again in 2026”

“First time Derby 10k runner here and I just want to say I have 
ran over 50 events now over the last ten years and this is by 

far one of the best for overall organisation.” 

1884 wall

The 1884 Wall returned and was installed behind the South Stand at 
Pride Park Stadium. Giving supporters the opportunity to have their 
name displayed on a brick that forms part of the wall, many using the 
opportunity to buy Christmas gifts for loved ones. The sales of the 
bricks raised £6,062 for Derby County Community Trust.
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rams in kenya 2025
76 volunteers travelled to Kenya between May 17th and June 1st to 
support our partner schools of St. Trizah, Ungana, Jubilee, Cherish and 
West End. Depending on the school they were based at, volunteers 
engaged in various activities, such as teaching English and sports, 
constructing kitchens and toilet blocks, painting classrooms and 
building furniture. The teams also spent valuable time with the school 
pupils, dancing, singing and playing games. Witnessing firsthand how 
small actions lead to lasting change was an unforgettable experience 
for all.

Whilst there volunteers also had the chance to experience Kenya’s 
natural beauty through the Rift Valley Adventure Day, which included a 
visit to Nakuru National Safari, Thompson Falls and the Equator. 

“It really is a life-changing and life-affirming experience, 
whether it’s your first trip or you’ve been several times, the 

joy it brings to our volunteers, and most importantly, the 
children and teachers in our schools is indescribable.”

V o l u n t e e r ,  R a m s  i n  K e n y a

“I think I should write a book about Derby, they have just 
created a conducive learning area for the kids and for that 
the children have really improved academically, now they 

feel that they belong to the community. Each time they come 
to West End, magic just happens.” 

M a d a m e  V a l e n t i n e ,  F o u n d e r  a n d  D i r e c t o r  a t  W e s t  E n d  S c h o o l
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Our Matchday Draw provides fans the chance to win big 
whilst cheering on the Rams. Funds raised through the 
Matchday Draw support the continuation and growth 
of programmes that operate from Harrison’s Hub which 
support over 3,000 participants annually. 

Across the 2024/25 season, we sold 29,072 tickets in total 
raising a total of £16,408 for the Trust. This showcased 
how small contributions from fans can collectively support 
community initiatives. Thank you to all who took part last 
season.

golf day

Our Charity Golf Day in partnership with Brilliant Commercial & 
Industrial Cleaning was a success, bringing together golf enthusiasts 
and local businesses for a day of friendly competition on the course. 

Held at Branston Golf and Country Club, the event saw 12 fourball 
teams enjoy an 18-hole round, breakfast cobs on arrival and a two-
course meal post round. All whilst raising vital funds for Derby County 
Community Trust.
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In January, 30 participants braved the heat on their feet in aid of the 
Trust in our Firewalk. The evening consisted of a training session 
ran by BLAZE, The Firewalking Experts that focused on proven 
motivational and psychological methods. Participants then headed 
outside to take on the Firewalk outside of Pride Park stadium in front 
of encouraging friends and family.
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Simon is a participant on our Active Choices programme, which he 
now volunteers within. He is approaching three years of being sober 
from drugs and alcohol and describes the transition as the

Active Choices is a programme designed to support individuals with 
implementing structure, routine and positive lifestyle change by 
becoming more active as they recover from substance misuse. The 
programme has supported over 2,000 participants since its inception 
in 2012. 

Simon first came to Derby to attend rehab with just two bags of 
belongings, describing himself at the time of “losing everything”. He 
recalls the strained family relationships caused by drug and alcohol 
abuse. 

Alcohol Awareness Week is a national campaign aimed at 
encouraging conversations around alcohol use, it’s risks and the 
support that is available. On how important it is, Simon said:

SIMON’S STORY

“best thing I have ever done.”

“It (alcohol) has affected me on a personal level, very deeply. My 
life was in ruins and I branched out for support and my life is now 
back on track. I am doing things that I never thought I would do. 
It affects a lot of people themselves and their families. Raising 

awareness around alcohol and what help is available is imperative.”

“Something had to change otherwise it would have carried on 
downhill to an early death. It is very personal to me, and I can 

honestly say there is a way out, there is hope. It just takes 
perseverance and effort.”

“Seeing people volunteering for the programme, encouraging me 
to do the same. I thought, if they can do it, if they can get sober 

and stay sober and be part of the community, then that’s something 
I can do. I followed in the footsteps that had gone before me.”

In 2023, there were reportedly 8,274 alcohol-specific deaths within 
the UK. This information is available through the GOV UK website 
and states that 2023 was he highest rate since the start of the data 
series in 2006.

For most people addicted to alcohol, seeking support is often the 
hardest part. For Simon, he recognised that he needed to take hold 
of his life, saying:

Before addiction, Simon enjoyed sports and described it as one 
of his passions. Active Choices allowed him to rediscover this 
and “reignite a passion in him and set him alight.” Not only has he 
enjoyed participating, but he has also gained skills to begin regularly 
volunteering on the programme. He said:
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Liz is a regular attendee of numerous Derby County Community Trust 
Health sessions, particularly Women’s Health activities. The first 
session she attended was in early 2024 and she has continued since 
then!

After attending her first aqua class, Liz became a regular attendee, 
building confidence week on week, she said:

For Liz, attending the sessions is not only about improving physical 
fitness, she said:

Going on to explain her symptoms, Liz explained

Derby County Community Trust’s Women’s Health programme aims 
to support women so they feel empowered to manage conditions 
such as endometriosis and menopause.

This is done through educational workshops, exercise, mindfulness 
and creating a safe space for women to feel heard. For Liz, the 
sessions have done just that

LIZ’S STORY

“My fitness improved and so did my confidence, I got to a point 
where I didn’t even need to put a towel around me afterwards!

The Trust offer a free 6-month community programme for women 
which includes access to sessions such as yoga, pilates, aqua, and 
tai chi. Liz said

As well as the fitness and mental health benefits, Liz has formed 
friendships and a community through attending the programme.

“Now I can recognise this (my symptoms), and I know what it is that 
makes me feel the way I do, I can actively try to change those 
feelings by going on a walk for example or going to a class.”

“I would absolutely recommend the women’s health programmes at 
DCCT. I tell anybody who will listen. I like the variety of what DCCT 

offer us and I can’t believe we don’t have to pay for them!”

“I have made so many new friends, I come in early now just so I can 
speak with them beforehand. We all understand each other, and we 

have created a lovely little community. We can relate to one another; 
we’re like one big family!”

“Mentally nothing has helped me like this. I don’t think people speak 
enough about how menopause affects you mentally. It is embarrassing 
and we often tell ourselves to get on with it, but your hormones do 

crazy things. It is very intense.”

“I do suffer from Premenstrual dysphoric disorder which 
exasperated it all. I realised the Pilates classes do help to manage 
that. It pushes you and tones you, but then at the end when we have 

a few minutes of relaxation which turns my mind off.”



Derby County Community Trust 6-month Report | January - June 2025

fu
nd

in
g 

pa
rt

ne
rs



Derby County Community Trust 6-month Report | January - June 2025

ge
t 

in
vo

lv
ed fundraise partner

Fundraisers are our superheroes. They allow us to continue so 
many of our important projects across the City of Derby and 
Derbyshire.

Whether you want to support a specific project that’s helped 
you or someone you know, or want to contribute towards a 
range of programmes, your support is greatly appreciated.

If you would like to find out more about fundraising for us 
please click below:

We are proud to be partnered with organisations across Derby 
and Derbyshire who enable us to reach more people. We are 
always looking to build our network of partners whether that 
be through your organisation becoming a trust partner or 
sponsoring one of our events/projects.

If you or your organisation are interested in becoming a 
partner or sponsoring one of our programmes, please get 
in touch by emailing community@dcct.co.uk or by clicking 
below:

CLICK HERE CLICK HERE

mailto:community%40dcct.co.uk?subject=
https://derbycountycommunitytrust.com/support-us/fundraise/
https://derbycountycommunitytrust.com/support-us/business/
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